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The Teaching of History in Social Studies Classes in Elementary Schools

Shuichi NOGUCHI

[abstract)

The present author has felt for a long time that there are problems with the way history is taught in
elementary schools. This paper begins by looking carefully at some articles by Kaichi Usui, Iwao Nami and
Yasuhiro Takeuchi. Among them, Takeuchi in particular significantly points out that there is a big discrepancy
between the purpose of the professional study of history and the aim of elementary school history teaching in the
“Course of Study” designated by the Ministry of Education. First, the paper criticizes the “Course of Study” in
terms of how the teaching of history in elementary schools should be and then proposes a question about how

elementary school teachers and students should face up to the concept of “What is history?”

[key words]
social studies classes in elementary schools, the teaching of history, the “Course of Study” designated by the

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
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