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Around the Relation between I-Novel (Watakushi shosetsu)
and The mass media in the 1950's : Kawasaki Chotarou and His readers

YAMAMOTO Yukimasa

[abstract]

Kawasaki Chotarou who was known as Watakushi shosetsuka (I-novel writer) announced “Makkoucho”
in 1950. He was not very popular until that time. But gradually his work began to have a high popularity among
people who was not the specialist of literature. It astonished a lot of literary critics because Watakushi shosetsu had
been regarded as the literature which only specialist could appreciate. The popularity of Kawasaki suggested the
change of the relation between Watakushi shosetsu and the mass media. I try to argue, in this thesis, how readers

enjoyed Watakushi shosetsu in the 1950's.
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