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Online International Student Conference Program under COVID-19 pandemic:
Outcomes and Difficulties

Toshiya OISHI

[abstract)

This article discusses the seminar for an online international student conference that was conducted in
September, 2021 its results, and difficulities. The 2021 Global Partnership of Asian Colleges (GPAC), an
international student conference with eight member universities in Asia, was cancelled due to the Covid-19
pandemic. The GPAC Online was held in collaboration with four member universities as an event to (1) network,
(2) prepare presentations, and (3) participate in multinational group presentation sessions. Tokyo Metropolitan
University provided a seminar for presentation preparation and English writing, and was able to facilitate
international exchange during the Covid-19 pandemic. The students’ reflection on showed positive effects of the
event on awareness and consideration of different cultures, relationship building attitudes, and ability to
communicate despite the language barriers. Although the program was conducted through online discussions
with the member universities, difficulties arose in creating a common educational evaluation due to the different

expectations of each university from the program.
[key words]

International exchange, cross-cultural exchange, cross-cultural understanding, online program,

English education
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