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Japanese music in the early 1950s and Akio Yashiro

Hiromi AKAI

[Abstract)

In the early 1950s in Japan, post-war chaos settled, it was brimming with vitality. In
classical music, there appeared composers who were influenced by the new avant-garde
music in Europe and the United States, composers who incorporated Japanese elements that
have been able to be called nationalism into their works, and composers who had both sides.
Composers with a high awareness took the lead in revitalizing the music world. Around that
time, Akio Yashiro (1929-1976), one of the leading Japanese composers, studied traditional
composition in Paris and devoted himself to his research. The only work he wrote during that
period, String Quartet, attracted people worldwide and became Yashiro's full-fledged debut.
In this article, trends of the Japanese music world in the early 1950s are described, and
Yashiro's views on music that were strengthened and nurtured during his study in Paris are

examined.
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Akio Yashiro, modern music, early 1950s, “écriture”
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