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Reminiscences of Infancies
—— A Study of History of the Character Formation based on Autobiographies
in Traditional Families and Modern Families in Japan (1) —

Motoko OHTA

Investigating six autobiographies written in 17th and 18th centuries, we can find many reminis-

cences of writer’s Infancies. In case of Samurai, he began writing, reading and poem composition

from three year old. In cases of Merchants and Entertainers, they were brought up under the threats

that if they did mischief parents might abandon them. In any event, in those times families took

care of their children eagerly.
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