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Maji gomen and ‘I’m so sorry’

—— A comparison of Apologies by Japanese and Australians

Mariko OHASHI

This paper compares apologies by Japanese and Australians. The data is based on the result of a

Discourse Completion Test from 53 Japanese and 22 Australians. The result shows that Japanese

apologies are influenced by uchi soto relation, on the other hand Australian apologies have no

relation to social factors.
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I'm sorry, that was an urgent meeting that could-
n't be postponed.  (Ti#)
Am so sorry to keep you waiting for so long I
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was called for an emergency meeting. (i#%)

I'm sorry. I'm late. I set my alarm but it didn’t go
off. GEZ)

Oops! I had to do some chore for my mum. It

wasn't my fault. (E4)
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I am terribly sorry there must have been a mixed
up. I will fix it up now and you can have coffees
onthe house. (LA MT )
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TOATDHDINEKBIZZDANFE 725 h? (J4)
TH—ANFES Lbe o7, TLITODAN

(J13)
TOATHA, T-BTOAN (J17)
FEZH—All (J19)
b4 bh 1L o7z, (J39)
bhwlbhw! (J54)
FEIWA X, BAILE R o7z MhBI5 3,
(J55)
FLIWARL - (J62)
CZWREBIT-DIE—ETH 5 A, Y5 DFL

A ETEAIEME s - FRES AN
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[CToR3v] I [TOA] LEWEREIG
EIDHIT SN, RIS TTHOATHA] [HHwn
bhwv| LERDZETHEOLIHFLOMMAL X
IELTVD, SHIFHBI D, TFLITOA]
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NTW525, [FU] 35H5 OARTEHE SN,
ZOFRLICF TFLITFEE] [F-8] [wV] &
FHIINY) T —Y 3 Y AL,

vFBRTIE, TELZRVWEH L) SEWED
BhfENDL, TTEALIFHEPET LV LIIED
B, ZLTHEZEIT2TFRELTRLZ L
WErERY, [FU] 2fi) 2 & CHLEEZ 5D
UFERE R S, TEARBIILZLZLL
BUON, FOSICHEEREZEB T2 812k 572
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(I 4 205 HAGE L BREO R A i §
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[BR7-E LTI ATEA] H@‘“z‘o‘ﬁf:ﬁbi L
720 HLIRD Y FHA | i3/ 7/-2 L %5
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HLdH5H00, A8 TThank you for staying
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WZF LHHIZBWTYH, ZORIHFITULDE
WHBINTWA Ewnwz b,

Thank you for staying. (AuE18)
Thank you for being so patient. (AuE21)
Sorry to have kept you waiting. (AuE16)
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RS, BANTTV—OBPUNY — v i2H
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MDA R D 513 HAGE & RO H IR DA H 12
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HAGEMDCTO MR 51 & F - v b - 3
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b N ol
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HAM) \IERMEOREE L2y, [BERIEH D F
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Al EESEOERBUIFCHETH L5, [FE5TO
Al EMINTEE S v F 2 EIXE VS 2 & THF
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Y RO RIRNH LTI ZFOFAE 2 4 | L
TWh720, ZO05ILhRHoTHHILAIRED
ELTWDEDTHD, ZOREFEOBEITRER
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